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life and happineſs, I find this one thing wf * 
lis as x umbling-block-in the way 'of o 5 


great many : That is to ſay, The Diver) 
gies, which by frequent controverſies ar 
dilpitiags are ſo reſokinely maintained -t 
men profelling godlineſs, who are of difh 
reat-perſwations. © - + J 


For this very cauſe, many are apt to} © 
reaſon with themſelves after this man 
ner; _ 


| There are ſo many Religions abroa 


in the World e<har a man cannot id 'Þ 
which to chuſe;” one ſaith this is the true 


Lo there is Chriſt, 


Some ſay the Ep:/copal. man thoſe whic 
and for the Common Prayer, and othe! be 
Ceremonies, that they are Gods/peopley © 


-:Others ſay; the Pregbyterians » are, mort thi 
.- likely to be the people-of God: a thirt on #4 


- fay the/Þ»dependencs way, of gh 


» is the tight way -- «fourth fort ſay, thy © 
Baptiſt 5-way is moſt.agreeable to tche'wy a 


- 0s God ; a fifch ſort fay, the Quakers, it 
3 tt 


{| conſequences will end in deſperate 


The way to Yeaven made plain, * 2 
the ority People to whom the wilt of God 
is known. 


Thus ſo many men* fo many minds, and 


| we know not whom to beleive. and there - 


fore we had as pood fit ſtill and do nothing 
as 'to do ſomething to no purpoſe : And 
hereupon they continue to go on in ſinful 
courſes : following the defires of their 
own hearts, and never ſo much as ſcek af. 
ter the knowledge of God, whereby they 
might come unto his fear, and be happy 
for ever. go 
But my friends , let me tell you 
theſe things ought not to be + but fc 
dan- 
gerous conelufions * For although it were 
teatly to be withed and' deſired, that all 
thoſe that fear the Lord were of one heart, 
and of-orze minde, yet fince the Lord in 
Wiſdom is pleaſed ts faffer his peopleto': 


4} be ſome of one minde,and {ome of another,” 


concerning circumſtantial and ceremonial 


4 things,for in rhe fundamentals and efſen- 


tials of Religion, and inall things that” 
are abſolutely neceffary for ſalvation; 


they do joyntly agree © But ſeeing, Iſay;# - 


God is pleaſed to permit ſuch as cruly'fear” 
bin, 'to be of different *perſwaſions* wore: - 
' A 4 - cerning | 
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cerning things. leſs - conſiderable, this, 


ſhould in no wiſe diſcourage us from ſeek-« 
ing, but rather ſtir us up with much more: 
tervency . and. earneſtneſs to ſee © our they! 
true, #ay,and to fiude out what the'accepty) 
able will of the Lord is thatſo by doingthg 
ſame.,we may purchate reſt and quietnels} 
to our Souls, And that no one may think; 
their labour herein will be in vain - here; 
what the Lord faith, ask and ye ſhall hare. 
ſeek and ye ſhall finde. Here j the word of, 
_the holy and true God for thy ſeeurity. he 
hath faithfully promiſed; that ifrhou dot 
ſeck thou ſhalt find;and again, Chriſt ſaith; 
If any man doth che Will of my Father he, 
ſhall know the Doctrine ; that is, wheres, 
ſoerer God ſces a willing mind; and;rhat, 
any poor. Creature; dont truly: defize; x9; 
fear himzand to keep þis Commandemgents. 
then-he will reveal eo that Soul ſo much of 
hjs will as is needfyl-for its preſent. ſatis 
{4Mon and future! happineſs, = 
oral 
Now: to encourageus. farther. in che Fo 
formance of this ſo ntrefſary and, proficalide; 
a duty'the, Lord hath been pleaſedſo.t fag 40- 
condiſcend to our weak, capacities;.as 
he hath. ſet before;0ur. eyes - all,;t 
"N239 We PN 
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things which are of greateſt concernment, - 
in ſuch plain and legible charters, as he © 
that runs may read them, and not only ſo, 


{1 burhe bath alſo gracieufly promiſed ſrec- 


ly to give us what he doth requirc of us, 
and to enable us to perform whatever he 
commands us to do: therefore we have no 
reaſon to have barſh thoughrs conceramg 
God, or to account him a hard Task-Ma - 
ter, for the ways of God arepleaſantneſs, ; 
anChis paths peace. The Yake of Chriſt ' 
is ealie, and his Buethen light, 


Doth God command - thee - to. be-_. 
leve in him. ? why he will give. thee fanh 
whereby thon ſhalt be able ro do it; for 
faith 36 the gift of God. he is bath the Au- 
thor, and the finiſher thereof ; Corh he bid © 
thee repent ? why he will grant thee res. 
pentance bt 1 he will turn thee, and . 
theu ſhalt be turned, doth he require a nee 
heart? why he hath promiſed to give a new 


heart,a ſoft and tender heart, (uch as ſhall - 


bleed for the leaſt prick of Sin : doth; he 
commark thee. to love kim 7 why he hath 
aid:,. Iwall oiscumcie- thy,; heart , that 
thou ſhalt love me with all thy heart, and 
with all thy ſtrength : dath; he rombany, 

| | raec” 
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put his fear into, thy inward parts, and to 
write his Law in thy hearr, andſo in all 0- 
ther things, 'tis he that works both to will 
and to do of his own good pleaſure + for 
we cannot of our ſelves or in our own 
firength do any thing that is good, bur 
our duty is to wait upon . God, for m him 


we live, move and have our being, he it is" 
that hath created us, 'tis he that cloathes 


and feeds us, and preſerves our lives: 
trom him alone,we arc to expetnew ſup- 
plyes of whatſoever is needful for our Be- 
ing and Well-being in this world and alſo 
in referenceto our future happineſs accor- 


ding as the Prophet Davidiaid : My freſh ' 
ſprings are in thee: the well-ſpring of life” 
flow from God;as Chriſt faith t He that * 
believerh on me, out of his Belly ſhall flow” 
forth Rivers of Living Water ; whereef 
whoſoever drinketh, ſhall live for ever * 
God is the fountain of all goodneſs, whart- * 


ſoever our Souls can defire, *tis to be 
found in him,and he communicates out of 
his fulneſs onto the neceſſities of poor 
creatures, but it is through Chrift, for -he 


, 


pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all ”]” 


full: 


thee to fear him ? why 'tis his promiſe to 


js Gods treaſury and ftore/houſe. It hath” 
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fulneſs dwel, he receives - of his Eather, 
and 2ives to uz all things requiſite and ne- 
ceſſary, both tor Soul and Body : he ir is 
that of Go4 is made unto us wiſdom,righ- 
tcoutneſs , ſan ification and redemption ; 


by bim we have acceſs with boldneſs unto * 


the Thy one of Srace, and all the petitions 
we put up to the Father in his name, be- 
lieving on -him -we ſhall be heard therein, 
and our requeſts ſhall be granted : fo far 


as it ſhall be for Gods glory and our goed. - 


Chriſt_is thac new &living way in whic 

God will meer with us and bleſs us an 

cauſe his face to ſhine upon us, by the 
light of whoſe countenance, our hearts are 
mad? more vlad then in the time when 
Cora and Wine, and Oyl encreaſed : Oh ! 
therefore ler every one ſtrive to get an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt who alone is worth more 
then all the rote bltede, he is the true 
Riches that 1iil make us happ to all e- 
ternity ; he hsth purchaſed ſalvation for 
all that will forſake their ſins, and come 
and accept of his free tender of Grace for 
all that will |ay down thoſe weapons,wher- 


with rhey have been — Sathans part, 
t 


.an{ fizhring zgainft God,it they will now 
tay hold Upon his mercy, and upon his 


ſtreagth 
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rengrh . and are willing to be recenciled 
to'God, they ſhall be received into his fa- 
your : for whaloever cometh unto me, ſaith 
Chrit, ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out 3 for 
God fo loyed the world, 'that he gavehis 
only begatten, Son, that whoſoever be- 
Freved on him ſhould not periſh, bat have 
everlaſting life, Jeb 3. 15. 19. It was 
Gods purpoſe in ſending his Son , and 
C hrifts defagn in coming into the World, 
that poor loſt ſinners should be reſtored to 
that eitate of happineſs, which they had 
Joſt in the fall; and from this free proffer of 
grzcenone are exempted; for God hath 
male an 6pen Proclamation. Ho every one 
that © rhirſteth, come to'the waters, and ye 
that have no moncy, come buy Wine, and 
HAUk' ,- withoit money and wit bout price, 
as in the - * of 1ſa:ah, So in the Revelations 
the Spiritand the Bride ſaid. Come, 4nd 
whoſoever will lit him come and drink of 
i hr water of life freely, Here we {ee that 
all are invited tocome to Chriſt, from the 
higheſt ro the loweſt, and if we will nor, 
the fat is our own God hath done his 
part in ſending Chrift to dye for us and 
laying upon him the iniquities of ws all' 
and © Þriff hath done his part in perform 
ing | 


= 
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ing the Law for us, and in undergoing the 
wrath ef God, and the Curſe of the Law, 
which was due to our fins : and the ſpirit 
hath revealed the ſame unto us, and is ofs 
ten knocking at the Doors of our hearts, 
. and calling us to repentance, but if not- 
witftanding all this we will fully perſiſt in 
evil, and tefuſe ro hearken to the xoice. of 
God, but hearden our hearts, and make 
light of Chriſt, then ic will be juſt with 
Sod, to leave us to our ſelves, and let us 
of perish in our own doings , which the Lord 
» | & unwilling to do, for as the Apoſtle Pe- 
fer, ſaith, He would fain have af men to bt 
ſaved, and come to the knowledre of the 
m erwuth ; he deſireth 10 rhe 4e4.h of a ſinncy, 
Gur rather that he would return from bis 
c wickedneſs and lrue, But man is of ſucha 
4h Pperverſe and ſtubbora diſpoſition, that he 
f gvill not accept of mercy upon Gods terms 
although neycr ſo rcaſonable, 4 


The great Controverſfie betwirt God 
' and Man, is about the Will, Go! 
, would have his Will and Man would 
| have his will; as Chriſt faith : Ye 

. will mor come to me} that you might 
*. have Liſe; They will nor their 
Wer | —_ | will, 


"a, » 
. 


a® 
” By * . 


, «; 
” 


>” 


+6 The wapts Beaven m-de plain. 

. _ will is thatwhich hinders them of injoys 
ing God and in him life and happineſs: 
And in another place, How 0x14 I have 
gathered you together. as a Hen gathereth © 
ber Chickens under her wings but ye. would 
nors « 

Men . are obſtinate, and perverſe, 
and will oppoſe'the Holy anJ vood will 
of God, though it prov@es rheir own 
Ruine in the end, but the folly and 
. madneſs, and deſperate wi-kednefſs thar 
lodgeth in the hearts of Sinners. that will 
rather go to Kel] by following the deſires 
of their own wills,then to Heaven by 6- 
beying the will of God which is holy ahd 
righteous and is made known unto us for 
our good : Coed might as well be glorifted 
in our Deſtruion , as in' our ' Salvati- 
on, but he pitties our conditton , and' is 
pleaſed -ſo far to condiſcend as to entreat 
and beſeech us to conſider our latter end : 
and whilſt he gives us life, and means of 
repentance ro come in and te reconciled 
unto him, *tis we that are enemies to God, 
God never was an enemy tous yet he 
firſt ſecks us before we ſeek him :; O the 
Depth of Gods love ; O the riches of his 


grace,,. 


"> 


Ie VAP [kf Wearen made nam. Tr 
grace, hislong ſuffering and Kindneſs to. 
wards vile finful Creatures : Let this good- 
neſs of God lead thee to repentance, for 
the long ſuffering of God bringeth ſalyati- 
On, as TRE Apoſtle Peter faith ; O therefer: 
rent your hearts and_ not your garments, 
tnrn tothe Lord for begracuuns, 


Why ſhould any finner ftand off; doth 
the multitude of thy fins affright thee ? 
why Gods mercies are infinite, he can 
blot out thy tranſgreſſions, thongh never 
ſo many : he will abundantly pardon this 
is a faithful ſaying, ſaith Paul, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, ' Zeſur Chriff came 
into the world to ſave ſinners, of *whom 1 
am cheyf. If thou be the cheif of Sinners, 
thou art but ſuch a one as Chriſt came to 
fave,doſt thou queſtion whether Chrift cag 
lave thee ? why che Apoſtle: tells thee, He 
is able to ſave to the utmoſt all that come 
to the father by him doft thou want faith ? 
go and ſay t Lord 7 beheve, Lord help my 


_ wnbelief. Doſt thou want wiſdom? ask 


of God who gives liberally and upbraiderh 
not : wouldft thou truly repent thee of thy 
Sins, and yet findeft little ftrength to do 
it? ſay unto the Lord, Tirn thou mr, and 

Ws 


os 
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] ſball be turned, create. me @ clean hiare Yyy 
O Ged, and rentw 4 right Spirit within Ty 


js = Nik 
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@ tus in every thing make thy re- 
ques known to God, by prayer andſup-? 
plication,and he will help thee : Oh my” 
friends che night is far ſpent, the day is 
at hand, ter us therefore put off the works 
of darkneſs, and put on the Armour of! 
light,. and let eyery one be exorted even” 
in this day, to work out their Salvation, 
with fear and trembling. and to further” 
us therein it i neceflary, that we ſhould Fi 
* wait upon God, in his ordinances, O do Wy 
nor make flight of uſing the means which I boy 
God hath appointed for your good, make Jet 
conſcience of hearing the word preached, I y'j 
for it is the power of God:unto falvation, Jy 
to every one that belieyes , let us not then [#1 
be a! 4 in this ſo neceſſary and profi-Jutp 
table a duty, for bow ſhall we eſcape if [Yor 
we.neglet ſo great Salvation ? Conſider |yt4 
what the Lordhathſaid ; Hear and your 


: 


Souls ſhall live. Would you have life up- | 
on eaficr- terms ? Methinks this lovingi|tſe 
invitation of the Lords ſhould work upol to b 
your ſpirits to be gbedient to his word 4 Cd, 
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tome and waic upon Tod in 
MnO Tar is of Gots '4ppoiny. 
WHYE thou art « Becky: thou 
i -/e If the bve Toru V wgins 


ow y they + 

- Lite Re edd is Well 6 Ke: Gut 
 Iitey wire St ti way hey wee gone 
s' [oÞvy-when it was ll ats + Eftr' you 


Ss 
f. 
n* 
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ik vr defire ro go ro Heaven, pP4 if 
$ way :'now it thou beelt Ar wif* Ae- 
; or walk! in the Fields; or idle at 
: or urchs i when! thoy Should 

is wa of Gods + but 
og KW the way,'ah\& con inueſt 

7 Wal doing, thev ſalthor I166ſe thy la- 
ch Jbour, buc, God will fulfil bis' 'promiſe, for 


r) —þ Ark ard ye : ſell baveſerk and 
il! find, knock. me ir hall be ' opened to 
ol k 


en Tt hou halt por what thou wouldſt have 
oh-J«tpreſchr, yer wait, as the tan did ar the 
: if I[Povl of Berbſdda: thoogh it was many 
der [ytars; yet ar langrh Chriſt came ro cure 
oF [him 

Now that all of us may know how to 
; ie this means in & hopeful way of ſucceſs, 
to bring abour this new ond of glorifieing 
rd "Sod. an ſaye-our Souls, let us take heed :* 
0 B Firft 
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Firſt, That we ds. not hear the. Wot 

barely, out:of Cuſtome, as roſay : / x 

ro Church becauſe my fr ride, ha ? 


"4 


: 
canſe 1,carmet 'f 
0t / ip Tere, of 
dl 1! 
= | 
making light ! 
Fl ederenB - 
hy! eternity are thexreia concerned, L 
ther a Heavenfull of j jaye,,.or.a Hell k 
of woe, bur let us go,our pf meer love roth : 
word, and wait at wiſdoms, gate, feek dM it 
genly as for filver and = as for hi : 


en treaſure, and that js the way ta; arty } 
F 


to it; But then; F'y mp 
Secondly, Pray to God for | his pot | Ba 
upon the nieans it is not bear heariag ml. 
do it, we may tfre and be little the betraf ſhe 
if we do not pray to God for his leſt wh 
we mult hear and pray, and pray and 
how ſweet was the word of God vate D, WW! 
vid? (weeter then the Honey or the Honey the, 
comb»as himſelf faith : The Conman + thy 
ments of God were of more efteem with hin 0L 
than «ll tbe treaſures of Gold and Silver i | 1p | 
th- world . And why was that ? Becauſe IE 
megitated in.the Law of God day @ 


night/fur 


| 0h tmualty ROWE | 
nl evening, andat Hrs he 
coſe 4h *0; call upon the Lotd, and he 
| found the bee t of it ,as isexpreſt at large 
of 12 the book df, Wh Pſalms therefore ler 
td prayer arid, Wefitatian accompany eur 
ok hearing : But then, 

ol - Thirdly, We muſt yield, unto all con- 
A ytions, wheneevet the word of God doth 
al gonvince of fit In, when he doth. Alarim ys 
"ll tO Come in; let 5 take heed, thatwe ſtand 
i i Ft out, when it comes to a.fr inkard, 
ly 25d faith t Thox can]? not. gg. fo eaven: 
tay Ther heatken to this and leay thy 'drun- 
of ' woe and \ hen it Alarums Ve Yeu 
eh proud perſon, ot .covetous, or. unclean 
(of, or. whomſoeyer , when = ftrikes 
E upon the Mr and laith ; hep art the 
ing] 1247: £ O down and lay | as. Sun! 
i "Lord what wilt thow have ye ts do? 
-D Dl Whatever the fin be_that God, \COnVINCe 
onej|! ee of, though. x be.as dear to, thae_as 
ends th y right oF, or thy Fight hand, yet pluck 
liduc, or cut. i t off, and. calf it frog rhee, 

ex in|0c d that i is. the, Way ro procure 00s. ble- 
ſe bel S upop! the means, ſo thar it, jall, accom: 
\ andiffiſh *the cad for which it 15 appointed, 
phi ql. Ir if thou art unwilling to forfake rhy 
ſins 
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{ms and to part with thy lufts, and. yer Rilll cl 
"hopeſt to find mercy in the end, and to bel f 
faved by Chriſt : Let me. beſcech thee | el 
put ſych thoughts far from thy heart, andf rt 
let not the Devil any longer delude thee} 4 
therewith, left thou miſerably; deceive thy ke 
own Soul, for he that hiderh his fns ſhall ce 
not proſper ; 'tis only he that confeſſeth} g 
and forſakerh them whs ſhall find mercy: 


Chriſt gid, not come -to ſaye thee in t} 
ſins, but frqm thy fins 2 if he be thy Prie 
to ſavethee, he will alſo be, thy King vw 
rule and govern thee © thou muſt no longe 
live, tothy ſelf. but to him that tved 
thee, he hath bought thee with a price, le 
hath paid thy ranſome, he bath ſhed hy 
pretious bloqd to redeem! thee, and tho 
art to obey him, and to "49 Whatever | 
commands yhee ro do, thaw muſt part wil 
thy old cotapanions, 1 mean” thy darlin 
ſins, and Boſome lufts,” which thou”. 
£00k ſuch pleaſure in, and gow thou my 
walk in fewneſs of life, for if any man. 
in Chriſt he is a new Creatute old thing! 
are paſſeſaway, behold alt "things arebe 
come acw, though heretofore they walk 
eſt after the flefh, yet ,now thou my 
mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, and oy 
| | 
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the Lord with thy ſpigitaniteuth-, o. Gig - 
be fall not have Let ©: 4 


thou being ſer at liberty by 


Z rheough his might and power, get yy bn 


thy 
ha 


et 


ch 
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Rory over Saran, Sin an! Daat 

tengrh reign in glory with pra tal al 2 
terni'y, which the Loxd of his. 

grant unto ys all, tor ei Chriſt his 
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mans Counſells3- 

The ozt and ſure wap ts get Grace aud 

Salvation, 
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Eveiy mans duty, and the godly Mans-> -: 
pzaQtice. 

The Chriſtians Guide. / 

The way to Yeaven made plain. 

Read chem over carefully and pradtice 
cher conſtantly : and reft afſuredly 
thou wilt find ack comfort in them 
to thy own Soul ; Andare but two pence 

a peice, 


FINIS. 


